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Unit 10, Professional Scientists, 2008 Salary Survey 
 
 

Overview 
 
 
 

This salary survey is prepared by the Department of Personnel Administration 
(DPA) pursuant to the Agreement (MOU) between the State of California 
(State) and the California Association of Professional Scientists (CAPS), 
covering Bargaining Unit 10 Professional Scientific.  The MOU’s term is July 1, 
2006, through June 30, 2008.  
 
 

MOU, Article 17.3, Salary Survey states: 

In the six months prior to the expiration of this contract, DPA 
and CAPS will jointly survey the salaries for the comparable 
classes listed and take into consideration the information 
contained in these reports, prior to making salary 
recommendations to DPA for these employees. 

This labor/management committee will have three members 
from CAPS and DPA. These members will serve on this 
committee with no loss in compensation.  This committee will 
agree on the methodology, benchmark classifications in 
California cities and counties, UC, CSU, the federal 
government, and the private sector for the classes of: 

Chemist 

Environmental Scientist/Biologist 

Geologist 

Health Physicist 

Industrial Hygienist 

Research Scientist 
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The following table shows the benchmark classifications and their 
corresponding State classifications: 
 
 

Benchmark Classification 
Journey Level State Classification  

Chemist Chemist, Range C 

Environmental Scientist 
Environmental Scientist, 

Range C 
 

Geologist Associate Geologist 
 

Health Physicist Associate Health Physicist  

Industrial Hygienist 
Associate Industrial 

Hygienist 

 
Research Scientist  

Research Scientist III 
(Epidemiology/Biostatistics) 

Research Scientist IV 
(Epidemiology/Biostatistics) 

 
 
The Research Scientist benchmark classification includes two separate 
classifications, Research Scientist III (Epidemiology/Biostatistics) and 
Research Scientist IV (Epidemiology/Biostatistics).  The classifications in the 
survey are journey-level, with the exception of Research Scientist IV which is 
advanced journey-level.  For the Environmental Scientist and Chemist 
classifications, Range C is the State’s journey-level.   The Biologist 
classification was not used because it is not used in the surveyed jurisdictions.  
By mutual agreement between CAPS and DPA, the California State University 
System and private sector employers were not included in this survey.   
 

 
Methodology 

 
 
The DPA Financial Management and Economic Research staff collected and 
analyzed job specifications taken from jurisdictions’ websites to determine 
classification matches.  When necessary, they also contacted jurisdictions for 
additional information. Classification and Compensation Division staff also 
reviewed the classification matches and job specifications.  CAPS provided 
their survey results to DPA, and DPA reviewed the results.  DPA then met with 
CAPS representatives to review each classification and salary.  DPA and 
CAPS eliminated classification matches where there was no agreement.  DPA 
and CAPS computed the salary lags.  The survey methodology did not require 
weighting the average salaries using incumbent counts. 
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Survey Results 
 

 
The survey revealed the following lags for the State’s benchmark 
classifications:  

 

Benchmark  Classification State Lag 
 Minimum Salary

State Lag 
 Maximum Salary

Chemist -14.9% 
 

-22.3% 

Environmental Scientist/Biologist -13.3% 
 

-26.4% 
 

Geologist -1.9% 
 

-9.9% 

Health Physicist -26.4% 
 

-42.7% 
 

Industrial Hygienist -1.3% 
 

-8.9% 
 

Research Scientist III -5.3% 
 

-9.4% 
 

Research Scientist IV -24.0% 
 

-33.3% 
 

 
The State of California lags in every classification.  In every instance, the lag 
for the maximum salary is greater than the lag for the minimum salaries.  
 
Attachment 1 displays the surveyed jurisdictions to which DPA and CAPS 
agreed for each benchmark classification.  We surveyed each of the 
jurisdictions in Attachment 1 for each benchmark classification.  Where the 
classification was used at multiple University of California campuses, we 
surveyed each of the campuses.  Attachment 1 shows the matches that we 
found in the jurisdictions surveyed.  Attachments 2 through 8 display the 
classification matches and salaries for each benchmark classification. 
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      Attachment 1 
Matching Classifications Found in Surveyed Jurisdictions 

 

 

Jurisdiction 
Chemist

Environmental 
Scientist Geologist

Health 
Physicist

Industrial 
Hygienist

Research 
Scientist 

III 

Research 
Scientist 

IV 
Alameda County X    X X  
Contra Costa County        
Fresno County        
Los Angeles County X   X X   
Orange County X       
Riverside County     X X  
Sacramento County X X   X X  
San Bernardino County X X      
San Diego County X   X X X  
Santa Clara County X    X X  
San Francisco 
City/County X X   X X  
City of Fresno X       
City of Los Angeles X X   X   
City of Oakland        
City of Riverside X       
City of Sacramento  X    X   
City of San Diego X       
City of San Jose X       
University of California-
system wide       X 
University of California-
Berkeley     X   
University of California-
Davis X    X   
University of California-
Irvine X    X   



      Attachment 1 
Matching Classifications Found in Surveyed Jurisdictions 

 

 

Jurisdiction 
Chemist

Environmental 
Scientist Geologist

Health 
Physicist 

Industrial 
Hygienist 

Research 
Scientist 

III 

Research 
Scientist 

IV 
University of California-
Los Angeles X    X   
University of California-
Riverside     X   
University of California-
San Diego X    X   
University of California-
San Francisco X    X   
University of California-
Santa Barbara     X   
University of California-
Santa Cruz     X   
University of California-
Lawrence Berkeley Labs   X  X    
University of California-
Lawrence Livermore 
Labs  X   X    
Federal Government – 
Sacramento Area X X X X X X X 
Federal Government-
Bay Area  X X X X X X X 
Federal Government – 
Los Angeles Area X X X X X X X 
East Bay Municipal 
Utilities  X    X   
Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Water 
District X X   X   

 
 



 2008 CAPS/DPA Salary Survey Attachment 8 

Benchmark Title: Chemist, Range C 
Journey Level 

Government Data Salary Minimum Salary Maximum Equivalent Classification(s) Used 

State of California $4,560 $5,605 Chemist (Range C) 

Alameda County* $5,860 $7,070 
Chemist and 
Water Quality Chemist, Zone 7 

Contra Costa County No equivalent classification 
Fresno County No equivalent classification 
Los Angeles County $4,167 $5,039 Industrial Hygiene Chemist 
Orange County $4,101 $5,528 Public Health Chemist 
Riverside County No equivalent classification 
Sacramento County $4,829 $5,324 Chemist 
San Bernardino County General $5,015 $6,413 Laboratory Technologist III 
San Diego County $5,197 $6,315 Assoc Air Pollution Chemist 
Santa Clara County $4,613 $5,578 Occupational Health Chemist 
San Francisco City/County $5,163 $7,265 Chemist I/II 
City of Fresno $3,824 $4,628 Inorganic Chemist 
City of Los Angeles $5,124 $6,365 Chemist II 
City of Oakland No equivalent classification 
City of Riverside $4,399 $5,347 Laboratory Analyst III 
City of Sacramento $4,435 $6,240 Water Quality Chemist 
City of San Diego $4,498 $5,463 Assistant Chemist 
City of San Jose $5,429 $6,599 Chemist 
University of California-Davis $6,612 $8,724 Senior Clinical Laboratory Technologist 
University of California-Irvine $6,222 $7,437 Senior Clinical Laboratory Technologist 
University of California-Los Angeles $5,899 $7,712 Senior Clinical Laboratory Technologist 
University of California-San Diego $5,751 $7,576 Senior Clinical Laboratory Technologist 
University of California-San Francisco $6,560 $8,864 Senior Clinical Laboratory Technologist 
University of California-Lawrence Livermore Labs $6,186 $13,049 Chemist - Lawrence Livermore Labs 
Federal Government Sacramento Area $4,825 $6,272 GS 11 - Sacramento Salary Range 
Federal Government San Francisco/Bay Area $5,318 $6,913 GS 11 - Bay Area Salary Range 
Federal Government Los Angeles Area $5,026 $6,534 GS 11 - Los Angeles Area Salary Range 
East Bay Municipal Utilities $6,070 $7,378 Chemist II 
Metropolitan Water District of So. California $5,836 $7,693 Chemist 
Average Salary of Surveyed Jurisdictions $5,238 $6,853

 *Alameda salary is an average of salaries of 2 State Lag -14.9% -22.3%
 different classes 

State of California 
Department of Personnel Administration 

March 13, 2008 



 2008 CAPS/DPA Salary Survey Attachment 8 

Benchmark Title: Environmental Scientist, Range C 
Journey Level 

Government Data Salary Minimum Salary Maximum Equivalent Classification(s) Used 

State of California $4,730 $5,711 Environmental Scientist, Range C 
Alameda County No equivalent classification 
Contra Costa County No equivalent classification 
Fresno County No equivalent classification 
Los Angeles County No equivalent classification 
Orange County No equivalent classification 
Riverside County No equivalent classification 
Sacramento County $5,011 $6,092 Environmental Specialist III 
San Bernardino County $4,125 $5,268 Ecological Resource Specialist 
San Diego County No equivalent classification 
Santa Clara County No equivalent classification 
San Francisco City/County $5,163 $7,265 Biologist II 
City of Fresno No equivalent classification 
City of Los Angeles $5,728 $7,118 Environmental Specialist II 
City of Oakland No equivalent classification 
City of Riverside No equivalent classification 
City of Sacramento No equivalent classification 
City of San Diego No equivalent classification 
City of San Jose No equivalent classification 
University of California-Lawrence Berkeley Labs $6,333 $10,687 Environmental Scientist 
Federal Government Sacramento Area $4,825 $6,272 GS11 Sacramento Salary Range 
Federal Government San Francisco/Bay Area $5,318 $6,913 GS11 Bay Area Salary Range 
Federal Government Los Angeles Area $5,026 $6,534 GS11 Los Angeles Area Salary Range 
East Bay Municipal Utilities No equivalent classification 
Metropolitan Water District of So. California $6,701 $8,798 Environmental Specialist 
Average Salary of Surveyed Jurisdictions $5,359 $7,216 

State Lag -13.3% -26.4% 

State of California 
Department of Personnel Administration 

March 13, 2008 



 2008 CAPS/DPA Salary Survey Attachment 8 

Benchmark Title: Associate Geologist 
Journey Level 

Government Data Salary Minimum Salary Maximum Equivalent Classification(s) Used 

State of California $4,960 $5,980 Associate Geologist 
Alameda County No equivalent classification 
Contra Costa County No equivalent classification 
Fresno County No equivalent classification 
Los Angeles County No equivalent classification 
Orange County No equivalent classification 
Riverside County No equivalent classification 
Sacramento County No equivalent classification 
San Bernardino County No equivalent classification 
San Diego County No equivalent classification 
Santa Clara County No equivalent classification 
San Francisco City/County No equivalent classification 
City of Fresno No equivalent classification 
City of Los Angeles No equivalent classification 
City of Oakland No equivalent classification 
City of Riverside No equivalent classification 
City of Sacramento No equivalent classification 
City of San Diego No equivalent classification 
City of San Jose No equivalent classification 
University of California No equivalent classification 
Federal Government Sacramento Area $4,825 $6,272 GS 11 - Sacramento Salary Range 
Federal Government San Francisco/Bay Area $5,318 $6,913 GS 11 - Bay Area Salary Range 
Federal Government Los Angeles Area $5,026 $6,534 GS 11 - Los Angeles Area Salary Range 
East Bay Municipal Utilities No equivalent classification 
Metropolitan Water District of So. California No equivalent classification 
Average Salary of Surveyed Jurisdictions $5,056 $6,573 

State Lag -1.9% -9.9% 

State of California 
Department of Personnel Administration 

March 13, 2008 



 2008 CAPS/DPA Salary Survey Attachment 8 

Benchmark Title: Associate Health Physicist 
Journey Level 

Government Data Salary Minimum Salary Maximum Equivalent Classification(s) Used 

State of California $5,260 $6,578 Associate Health Physicist 
Alameda County No equivalent classification 
Contra Costa County No equivalent classification 
Fresno County No equivalent classification 
Los Angeles County $4,892 $6,245 Health Physicist 
Orange County No equivalent classification 
Riverside County No equivalent classification 
Sacramento County No equivalent classification 
San Bernardino County No equivalent classification 
San Diego County $5,883 $7,150 Associate Health Physicist 
Santa Clara County No equivalent classification 
San Francisco City/County No equivalent classification 
City of Fresno No equivalent classification 
City of Los Angeles No equivalent classification 
City of Oakland No equivalent classification 
City of Riverside No equivalent classification 
City of Sacramento No equivalent classification 
City of San Diego No equivalent classification 
City of San Jose No equivalent classification 
University of California-Lawrence Berkeley Labs $6,333 $10,687 Health Physicist 3 - Lawrence Berkeley Labs 
University of California-Lawrence Livermore Labs $7,800 $13,501 Health Physicist - Lawrence Livermore Labs 
Federal Government Sacramento Area $6,877 $8,940 GS13 - Sacramento Salary Range 
Federal Government San Francisco/Bay Area $7,579 $9,853 GS13 - Bay Area Salary Range 
Federal Government Los Angeles Area $7,163 $9,313 GS13 - Los Angeles Area Salary Range 
East Bay Municipal Utilities No equivalent classification 
Metropolitan Water District of So. California No equivalent classification 
Average Salary of Surveyed Jurisdictions $6,647 $9,384 

State Lag -26.4% -42.7% 

State of California 
Department of Personnel Administration 

March 13, 2008 



 2008 CAPS/DPA Salary Survey Attachment 8 

Benchmark Title: Associate Industrial Hygienist 
Journey Level 

Government Data Salary Minimum Salary Maximum Equivalent Classification(s) Used 

State of California $4,960 $6,577 Associate Industrial Hygienist 
Alameda County $6,403 $7,363 Industrial Hygiene Engineer 
Contra Costa County No equivalent classification 
Fresno County No equivalent classification 
Los Angeles County $4,820 $6,152 Industrial Hygienist 
Orange County No equivalent classification 
Riverside County $4,322 $5,636 Industrial Hygienist II 
Sacramento County $6,421 $7,078 Industrial Hygienist 
San Bernardino County No equivalent classification 
San Diego County $5,119 $6,223 Industrial Hygienist II 
Santa Clara County $5,960 $7,242 Environmental Health & Safety Analyst 
San Francisco City/County $7,230 $8,788 Industrial Hygienist 
City of Fresno No equivalent classification 
City of Los Angeles $6,643 $8,255 Industrial Hygienist 
City of Oakland No equivalent classification 
City of Riverside No equivalent classification 
City of Sacramento $4,585 $6,877 Environmental Health & Safety Specialist 
City of San Diego No equivalent classification 
City of San Jose No equivalent classification 
University of California-Berkeley $3,897 $7,318 Environmental Health and Safety Specialist I 
University of California-Davis $3,907 $6,642 Environmental Health and Safety Specialist I 
University of California-Irvine $4,008 $6,550 Environmental Health and Safety Specialist I 
University of California-Los Angeles $4,187 $7,539 Environmental Health and Safety Specialist I 
University of California-Riverside $4,057 $7,722 Environmental Health and Safety Specialist I 
University of California-San Diego $3,839 $7,717 Environmental Health and Safety Specialist I 
University of California-San Francisco $4,925 $8,192 Environmental Health and Safety Specialist I 
University of California-Santa Barbara $4,127 $7,430 Environmental Health and Safety Specialist I 
University of California-Santa Cruz $4,142 $7,442 Environmental Health and Safety Specialist I 
Federal Government Sacramento Area $4,825 $6,272 GS 11 - Sacramento Salary Range 
Federal Government San Francisco/Bay Area $5,318 $6,913 GS 11 - Bay Area Salary Range 
Federal Government Los Angeles Area $5,026 $6,534 GS 11 - Los Angeles Area Salary Range 
East Bay Municipal Utilities $6,696 $8,140 Environmental Health & Safety Specialist II 
Metropolitan Water District of So. California $5,091 $6,701 Occupational Safety & Health Representative II 
Average Salary of Surveyed Jurisdictions $5,024 $7,162 

State Lag -1.3% -8.9% 

State of California 
Department of Personnel Administration 

March 13, 2008 



 2008 CAPS/DPA Salary Survey Attachment 8 

Benchmark Title: Research Scientist III (Epidemiology/Biostatistics) 

Government Data Salary Minimum Salary Maximum Equivalent Classification(s) Used 

State of California $5,796 $7,044 Research Scientist III (Epidemiology/Biostatistics) 
Alameda County $5,507 $6,760 Epidemiologist II 
Contra Costa County No equivalent classification 
Fresno County No equivalent classification 
Los Angeles County No equivalent classification 
Orange County No equivalent classification 
Riverside County $4,843 $6,644 Epidemiology Analyst 
Sacramento County $5,509 $6,696 Epidemiologist 
San Bernardino County No equivalent classification 
San Diego County $5,555 $6,751 Epidemiologist II 
Santa Clara County $5,605 $6,781 Epidemiologist II 
San Francisco City/County $6,275 $7,627 Epidemiologist II 
City of Fresno No equivalent classification 
City of Los Angeles No equivalent classification 
City of Oakland No response 
City of Riverside No equivalent classification 
City of Sacramento No equivalent classification 
City of San Diego No equivalent classification 
City of San Jose No equivalent classification 
University of California No equivalent classification 
Federal Government Sacramento Area $6,877 $8,940 GS 13 - Sacramento Salary Range 
Federal Government San Francisco/Bay Area $7,579 $9,853 GS 13 - Bay Area Salary Range 
Federal Government Los Angeles Area $7,163 $9,313 GS 13 - Los Angeles Area Salary Range 
East Bay Municipal Utilities No equivalent classification 
Metropolitan Water District of So. California No equivalent classification 
Average Salary of Surveyed Jurisdictions $6,101 $7,707 

State Lag -5.3% -9.4% 

State of California 
Department of Personnel Administration 

March 13, 2008 



Benchmark Title: Research Scientist IV (Epidemiology/Biostatistics) 

Government Data Salary Minimum Salary Maximum Equivalent Classification(s) Used 

State of California $6,665 $8,100 Research Scientist IV (Epidemiology/Biostatistics) 
Alameda County No equivalent classification 
Contra Costa County No equivalent classification 
Fresno County No equivalent classification 
Los Angeles County No equivalent classification 
Orange County No equivalent classification 
Riverside County No equivalent classification 
Sacramento County No equivalent classification 
San Bernardino County No equivalent classification 
San Diego County No equivalent classification 
Santa Clara County No equivalent classification 
San Francisco City/County No equivalent classification 
City of Fresno No equivalent classification 
City of Los Angeles No equivalent classification 
City of Oakland No response 
City of Riverside No equivalent classification 
City of Sacramento No equivalent classification 
City of San Diego No equivalent classification 
City of San Jose No equivalent classification 
University of California system-wide $7,517 $9,983 Research Professor levels I - V 
Federal Government Sacramento Area $8,126 $10,564 GS 14 - Sacramento Salary Range 
Federal Government San Francisco/Bay Area $8,956 $11,643 GS 14 - Bay Area Salary Range 
Federal Government Los Angeles Area $8,465 $11,004 GS 14 - Los Angeles Area Salary Range 
East Bay Municipal Utilities No equivalent classification 
Metropolitan Water District of So. California No equivalent classification 
Average Salary of Surveyed Jurisdictions $8,266 $10,799 

 2008 CAPS/DPA Salary Survey Attachment 8 

State Lag -24.0% -33.3% 

State of California 
Department of Personnel Administration 

March 13, 2008 
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